Getting to the Heart of the Matter: A Review of Drug Interactions Between HIV Antiretrovirals and Cardiology Medications.
The past 20 years have seen remarkable advances in the treatment of HIV such that most people diagnosed with HIV today can live long, healthy lives by taking antiretrovirals which are usually life-long. Advancements in antiretroviral therapy include the availability of well tolerated, single tablet regimens that are associated with a lower risk of drug-drug interactions. Despite this, many people living with HIV infection might be taking antiretroviral agents that are associated with significant drug-drug interactions. Because HIV infection itself is associated with cardiovascular complications and this population is living longer, concomitant use of antiretrovirals and medications to treat cardiovascular-related diseases is often required. For this reason, it is imperative that clinicians are aware of the potential for clinically significant drug-drug interactions between antiretroviral agents and cardiac medications as well as the useful HIV drug interaction resources that might provide guidance. Available data on significant interactions are summarized and suggested guidance regarding management is discussed.